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Club secures charity status to help 
develop football in the community

Colony Park has secured charity status, 
a major achievement that will significantly 
enhance the Club’s ability to help develop 
football in the community at all age and 
ability levels.

It will allow the Club to apply for grants 
and obtain gift aid for donations as well 
as creating the potential for matched 
funding for those looking to raise money 
for the Club via employee schemes. 

“Becoming a charity is a hugely positive 
move for the Club,” said Chairperson 
Jenny Moultrie.

“I would like personally to thank Shaun 
Campbell, our outgoing Chairman, for his 
time and commitment on this, and it is 
part of the legacy he leaves to the Club 
after six years at the helm.

“In this, our 40th anniversary year, we 
have also received the ‘Club of the Year’ 
award from Aberdeenshire Sports Coun-
cil, a pleasant surprise and recognition of 
all the hard work put in by players, coach-
es, Committee members and parents.

“As we look forward to our next 40 years, 
we know there are exciting times ahead.”

Photo: Paul Douglas
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Get involved with the Parents’ Group

With Colony Park Football Club now in its 40th year, the 
Committee is really keen that parents have a chance to help 
shape the next 40 years, with fresh ideas and suggestions.  

The Parents’ Group provides a forum for discussion, and a 
formal way of feeding back to the Committee. It also enables 
the Committee to communicate with parents. We plan to 
revamp the survey, which went out a couple of years ago, and 
the results of this will form an action plan to move forward with 
in 2018.

We would like to invite all the Colony Park teams to provide a 
spokesperson who can attend meetings to represent the views 
of their team, and the more the merrier! There are currently 
19 teams with 500 players, so the more teams we have 
represented, the greater the Parents’ Group voice will be. The 
group plans to meet every 2-3 months, so there is not a great 

deal of time commitment required. Of course, all are welcome 
to come along. 

You may have thoughts on the running of the club, fundraising 
ideas, suggestions for improvements … if so, joining the 
Parents’ Group is your chance to make a difference.
To get involved, please email Jo Riach (riachs@tesco.net) or 
Louise Nicol (louisenicol@rocketmail.com).

www.colonypark.org.uk

Message from new Chairperson
We held our annual general meeting at 
the Hopeville on 27th June and I would 
like to thank those of you came along. 
This has been a busy year for the Club 
and a very special one. 

Colony Park Football Club celebrated its 
40th year anniversary in June. We have 
a local teacher strike back in 1978 to 
thank for the club being created – four 
local dads, the late Dodd Reid (MBE), 
the late Frank Hildreth, Robert Gibb 
and Wattie Strachan, decided to step in 
when all after-school activities were can-
celled and run the school football team. 
It was successful and the kids loved it so 
much that they decided to carry on and 
the Club was born.  

They started with 12 players and now 
we have just under 500 at the Club. This 
would never have been possible without 
the fantastic support from all our volun-
teers past and present – our coaches, 
managers and Committee members – 
the support of lots of local businesses 
over the years and the support of the 
thousands of players who have worn the 
Colony badge with pride.  

Back in March Colony Park Football 
Club was awarded ‘Club of The Year’ 
by Aberdeenshire Sports Council. This 
is a fantastic award to receive in any 
year but especially so as we celebrate 
our 40th anniversary. This was a very 
pleasant surprise and huge recognition 
for all the coaches, managers, Commit-
tee members, parents and players for 
all the hard work and effort they have 

put in to make Colony what it is today: a 
Club with a true legacy, community spirit 
and very well respected name. I thank 
you all.
 
At the AGM Shaun Campbell, our Chair-
man, decided to step down after being 
involved with the Club for six years. 
In that time he has worked extremely 
hard and been instrumental in the Club 
achieving its charitable status. I am 
pleased to advise that we received this 
at the beginning of July. This is really 
positive news and will allow the Club to 
apply for grants and obtain gift aid for 
donations as well as creating the poten-
tial for matched funding for those looking 
to raise money for the Club via employ-
ee schemes. I would like personally to 
thank Shaun for his time and commit-
ment over the years and am delighted 
to take over the mantle of Chairperson 
from him.
 
We have also sadly seen some Commit-
tee members depart. Caron Harper has 
been our Club Treasurer for many years. 
She has done a tremendous job in the 
day-to-day financial running of the Club 
and has gone over and beyond the call 
of duty. After several years Mark Cop-
land, our Events Chairperson, has also 
stepped down. Thank you Caron and 
Mark, you have each given up so much 
of your time to help make the club what 
it is today. It is highly commendable. 

This means that we have a vacancy for 
Club Treasurer and we would be delight-
ed to hear from anyone interested in the 

role. The primary focus of our Commit-
tee is to ensure that we safeguard the 
future of Colony Park Football Club, al-
low our players to play in a safe environ-
ment and ensure that the Club operates 
in a fair and transparent manner. Also 
that we make decisions based on what’s 
right for everyone connected to the 
Club. For the Club to continue running 
we need to have a sufficient number of 
Committee members and I am pleased 
to advise that Jackie Paterson, Jo 
Riach, Louise Nicol, Barry Sangster and 
Paul Riddell have all agreed to join the 
Committee alongside our existing mem-
bers Sandra Halliday (Club Secretary), 
George Reid (Director of Football), Mark 
Fraser (Football Secretary), Kim Daw-
son (Events) and Stuart Gordon. 

We also need to have all our office 
bearer roles filled and our priority is to fill 
the vacancy of Club Treasurer as quickly 
as we can. I know this can sound like a 
daunting role to take on but you will be 
given help and support from myself and 
the Committee so please don’t let that 
stop you. If you are interested in helping 
safeguard the future of the Club we 
would love to hear from you.
 
Finally, I would like to wish you all the 
very best and hope this year is filled with  
achievements and celebrations for you 
all.

With kind regards

Jenny Moultrie
Club Chairperson
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Colony’s 40th anniversary 
celebrations reach for the Sky
Star of Sky TV’s Soccer 
Saturday Jeff Stelling was the 
speaker and guest of honour 
at this year’s special Colony 
Park summer ball which 
doubled as a 40th birthday 
party.

Colony Park FC was 
established in 1978 by five 
local Inverurie men, Dod Reid, 
Wattie Strachan, Robbie Gibb, 
Frank Hildreth and George 
Mitchell, who took on the 
school football team when 
a teachers’ strike led to the 
suspension of all after-school 
activities.

Since then, and an initial 
group of 12 players, the Club 
has grown and developed 
into one of the largest in the 
north-east, with just under 500 
players.

More than 300 guests 
attended the event at the 
Garioch Sports Centre on 
Saturday 9th June. The 
annual Presentation Day and 
Parade was held the following 
day. Mr Stelling was kind 
enough to attend to present 
several Special Awards (see 
pages 4-6).

He said afterwards that he 
had thoroughly enjoyed his 
visit to Inverurie and was 
delighted that grassroots 
football in the area was so 
strong.

“I’d encourage every kid 
involved with Colony to keep 
working hard, keep listening to 
your coaches, and you never 
know what’s round the corner.

“On Soccer Saturday on 
Sky, I work every week with 
a great bunch of former 
professional footballers, and 
the stories of how they got 
to the top are fascinating. It’s 
not always about great skill 
or physical prowess: attitude 
and determination are just as 

Top (from left): Colony Park founder member Robbie Gibb; Jeff Stelling; George Reid, Director of Football and 
son of founder member Dod Reid; and founder member Wattie Strachan. Above (from left) with Jeff Stelling, 
Committee members Stuart Gordon, Mark Fraser, Jenny Moultrie (Chairperson), Sandra-Lyn Halliday, Caron 
Harper, Kim Dawson and George Reid. Photos: Paul Douglas

important and a major part of 
any success in football.”

Club Chairperson Jenny 
Moultrie described the 

summer ball as a lovely 
celebration of the Club’s first 
40 years, and said she hoped 
the next 40 would be as 
successful.

“It was particularly fitting 
that Robbie Gibb and Wattie 
Strachan, two of our founding 
members, were able to attend 
and enjoy the night.”
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Colony Park 2018

The annual awards ceremony at the Inverurie Town Hall in June had a special guest 
presenter this year. Sky TV’s Jeff Stelling, who had been the guest speaker at the dinner 
to celebrate the Club’s 40th anniversary the previous evening, kindly agreed to stay on to 
present the Special Awards.

The Special Awards are awards presented annually to players in different age groups who 
have continually shown an outstanding attitude or demonstrated extra commitment and 
contributions to the Club over the years. This can include helping set up equipment, helping 
with coaching, demonstrating leadership qualities or just being an outstanding teammate.

The winners this year, photographed on the front page of this edition of the newsletter 
with Jeff Stelling, were: Under 10s (Dod Reid Award) – Owen Watson; Under 13s (Keith 
McGregor Award) – Kevin Dudyiz; Under 16s (Pat McLaughlin Award) – Max Dawson; 
Under 19s (Dave Mitchell Award) – Layth Abo Zaed.                (continued on next page)

Photo: Paul Douglas
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Iain’s mascot moment for 
Scotland v Holland
Colony Park 2007 player Iain Carnie was chosen as a 
mascot for the Scotland v Holland match at Pittodrie 
back in November. Iain, with Scotland’s No. 3 Andy 
Robertson, enjoyed his special night and hopes that 
one day he too might play for his country.

2018 award winners meet 
with Stelling approval

(continued from previous page)

Award winners from all the age groups 
were as follows (chosen players win most 
improved status until they start to play 
competitive football at U13 level, when 
they are either the Players’ Player of the 
Year or the Committee’s Player of the 
Year).

2011s Most Improved – Jamie Turner and 
Bradley Anderson.

2010s Most Improved – Caley Smart and 
Dylan Massie.

2009s Most Improved – Shaun Dinnin 
(Aces), Zak Dawson (Warriors), Heather 
MacInnes (Astros) and Ritchie Burnett 
(Cobras).

2008s Most Improved – Arrin Petrie 
(Dons), Lee Simpson (Reds) and Dylan 
Hyde (United).

2007s Most Improved – Lewis Cartney 
(Tigers), Jayden Legg (Bears), Kieran 
Mathers-Grant (Jags) and Dylan 
Stephens (Lions).

2006s Most Improved – Blair Ritchie 
(Shooters), Harry Bisset (Strikers) and 
Corey Wilson (Kickers).

U11 Girls Most Improved – Molly Bryce.

U13 Girls Players’ Player – Bethan Wood; 
Committee’s Player – Libby Morrison.

U15 Girls Players’ Player – Kirsty 
Flemming; Committee’s Player – Lana 
Gordon.

2005s – 13 Park: Players’ Player – 
Christopher Simpson; Committee’s 
Player – Taylor Mason. 13 Colts: Players’ 
Player – Daniel Bisset; Committee’s 
Player – Kai McLennan.

2004s – 14 Park: Players’ Player – Kieran 

Morrison; Committee’s Player – Logan 
Strachan. 14 Colts: Players’ Player 
– Brandon Low; Committee’s Player – 
Dylan Taylor.

2003s – 15 Park: Players’ Player – Archie 
Fraser; Committee’s Player – Sandy 
Watt. 15 Colts: Players’ Player and 
Committee’s Player – Lewis Aiken.

2002s – 16 Park: Players’ Player – Jack 
Lovett; Committee’s Player – Craig 
Anderson. 16 Colts: Players’ Player – 
Calum MacKenzie; Committee’s Player 
– Taylor Masson.

2001s – 17 Park: Players’ Player – Lewis 
Robertson; Committee’s Player – Stewart 
Gerrie. 17 Colts: Players’ Player – Atholl 
Main; Committee’s Player – Steven 
Davidson.

2000s – 19 Park: Players’ Player – Logan 
Wylie; Committee’s Player – Kyran 
Ebbrell.
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Coaches and players out in force for Garioch Run
2007s

2008s

2009s

U-17 Colts

U-15s
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Coaches’ Corner: Stephen Boddie
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Top tip for players

Players should adopt a multi-
sport approach when developing 
as footballer. This could help 
improve athletic attributes such 
as agility, speed, stamina, 
flexibility and many more. 

Did you know that Gareth Bale 
excelled in rugby, hockey and 
athletics in primary school? 
Once he turned 15, he started to 
focus on his football career with 
Southampton. 

During the football off-season 
experiment with trying new 
sports – this can help prevent 
burnout and bring a freshness to 
your game when you restart the 
season.

Professional tip

Eden Hazard – Chelsea FC 
and Belgium Footballer

“When I was a kid I used to 
get home from school and 
go straight into my garden to 
practice my skills. I also learned 

a lot from watching Ronaldinho 
and Robinho on YouTube.  

Football is a tactical game and 
you have to be professional on 
the pitch, but keep smiling and 

enjoy it. I play for the fans. I love 
to entertain them. I like to run 
at defenders and cut inside or 
beat them on the outside. It’s 
important to keep the defenders 
guessing.”

Coaches and players can read 
more about Eden Hazard and 
other professional footballers at 
FourFourTwo Performance.

www.fourfourtwo.com

Welcome to the 2011s 

Colony Park welcomed their newest and 
youngest members to the club just before 
the New Year. 

The Club has moved the 2011 intake 
forward to allow for earlier entry to 4v4s 
and allow recruitment of new coaches for 
the team. The players have been training 
regularly over the last couple of months at 
the Inverurie Academy games hall and are 
already showing signs of improvement. 

Director of Football George Reid said: 
“We have also successfully managed to 
recruit five new coaches to the club to 
coach and run the 2011s. We would like 
to welcome them to the club and thank 
them for volunteering their time to help 

provide football for our youngest players. It 
is important to emphasise the importance 
of all our coaches old and new – without 
them the club would not function and our 
450-plus members would not be able to 
take part in football training and games 
every week. Their efforts are extremely 
appreciated by all players, parents and the 
Committee at Colony Park. 

“With regards to the 2011s we would 
also like to thank our 2006 coach Fraser 
Burnett for getting them up and running, 
providing fun and challenging sessions and 
supporting our new coaches. 

“We wish all our new players the very best 
and hope you enjoy your time at the Club 
and hope you will have many happy and 
enjoyable years with us.”

Duke of Edinburgh 

This year the Club has been approached 
by some of our older players to assist with 
achieving their Duke of Edinburgh awards. 
We currently have five players volunteering 
with our younger members assisting the 
coaching staff at training. 

It is important for the Club to help its 
members develop not only football skills, 
but to provide an opportunity for them to 
gain experience, build confidence and learn 
about the coaching side of the game. You 
never know, hopefully some of them will 
return once they have finished playing and 
be one of our coaches or managers of the 
future. We wish them all good luck with 
their Duke of Edinburgh Award and their 
future careers.

www.colonypark.org.uk


